
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR THE  

2025 DSTI – NRF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM POSTDOCTORAL 

FELLOWSHIPS 

 

 

The National Research Foundation (NRF) and the Department of Science, Technology and 

Innovation (DSTI) are pleased to announce the DSTI-NRF Professional Development Program 

(PDP) Postdoctoral Fellowships awards for 2025. These fellowships are aimed at promoting 

research and research capacity development in all knowledge fields of research, with priority given 

to Science, Engineering and Technology (SET) disciplines. Fellowships are open only to South 

African citizens and permanent residents who intend to undertake research at a South African 

Public Research entities only, viz., Science Councils, National Facilities, Museums or other NRF 

recognised research institutions as declared by the DSTI.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• If your name does not appear on Table 1, you have not been awarded a DSTI-NRF 

Professional Development Program Postdoctoral fellowship for 2025.  

• Successful candidates will be able to view and download their award letters in 

January 2025, via NRF Connect against their applications. 

• Read through the Conditions of Grant (CoG) letter and award letter documents carefully 

before accepting the award. 

• Guidelines on how to accept the award: https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-

content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf 

• All required documentation must be uploaded on the awardees’ NRF Connect profile within 

two months of receipt of the award letter. All awards that are not taken up by this period 

will be cancelled by the NRF. 

• The sooner the NRF obtains all the required documents, the sooner it will release the funds. 

• Applicants who are currently completing their doctoral dissertation for submission were 

allowed to submit applications. They should however complete their doctoral degree by 31 

December 2024. The NRF must receive proof of having completed the doctoral degree at 

the time of commencement of the Postdoctoral fellowship grant. All awards that are not 

taken up by 30 June 2025 (for only this category of applicants) will be cancelled by the NRF 

and no exemptions will be made if the completion letter or Doctoral certificate has not been 

issued by this time.  

https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf
https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf


 

 

• The NRF feedback on the review of applications will be forwarded to all unsuccessful 

applicants between January and March 2025. 

• The NRF reserves the right to withdraw and cancel the fellowship should the applicant fail 

to meet all necessary conditions and/or requirements as stated in the NRF Postdoctoral 

Fellowship Call for 2025 Framework document and the CoG.  



 

 

Table 1. Successful applicants for the DSTI-NRF Professional Development Program Postdoctoral 

Fellowships for 2025. 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution / Organisation 

1 PSTD240419215127 Brian  Munansangu South African Medical Research Council (MRC) 

2 PSTD240320210133 
Tsumbedzo 

Leonard 
Ramalevha 

South African Environmental Observation Network 

(SAEON) 

3 PSTD240325210715 Cassandra Barker KwaZulu-Natal Museum 

4 PSTD240415214255 Marissa Brink-Hull 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(DAFF) 

5 PSTD240419215140 Nkitseng Modise 
South African National Biodiversity Institute 

(SANBI) 

6 PSTD240502216990 
Mosihla 

Frederick 
Mokumo 

South African Environmental Observation Network 

(SAEON) 

7 PSTD240502217094 
Luambo 

Jeffrey 
Ramarumo 

Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, 

South Africa 

8 PSTD240506217529 
Lydia 

Khumo 
Madika 

South African National Biodiversity Institute 

(SANBI) 

9 PSTD240418214955 Siphesihle Magubane 
iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based 

Sciences 

10 PSTD240429216397 
Shanyn-

Dee 
Hart 

iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based 

Sciences 

11 PSTD240506217601 
Boitumelo 

Mafalo 
Mabakachaba 

iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based 

Sciences 

 

We congratulate all 2025 awardees 

 

 


