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27 March 2025 

To: Designated Authorities (DA), Research Directors, Students and Higher Education Institutions   

Community. 

 

COMMUNIQUE FOR STATUS OF THE GENERAL HONOURS SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING IN 2025 AND THE PRE-ALLOCATION PROCESS.  

 

This communique serves as a weekly status update from the National Research Foundation 

(NRF) General Honours Scholarships for the 2025 academic year, under the Pre-Allocation 

(formerly known as honours block grant) process. The Pre-allocation Process for Honours seeks 

to ensure, that there are no delays in screening of the applications and making funding decisions, 

to enable honours students to know their application status, and for the successful applicants to 

have funds readily available, for the purpose of registering at the beginning of the new academic 

year. 

 

Pre-Allocation process outlined below: 

• The NRF Connect system closed by 22 November 2024 for student submission of 

applications for the General honours funding programme. 

• The NRF sent pre-allocation letters on 15 November 2024 to institutions’ postgraduate 

and/or research offices detailing the number of allocated awards for 2025 (per institution) and 

the selection process.  

• Designated Authorities screen and score all applications submitted to the institutions by 

applicants, in accordance with the NRF screening checklist.  

• All eligible and recommended applications by the institutions are submitted to the NRF for 

funding consideration.  

• The NRF makes funding decisions based on the recommended lists from the institutions and 

the standard grants process will then follow on the NRF Connect system.  
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• The NRF Connect system will close on 31 March 2025, for students to take up the awarded 

scholarships. 

 

Tabel 1 below shows the current application status of the General Honours Scholarships Call 

for the 2025 academic year.  

 

Please note that decisions on the following scholarship programs are still pending; 

Scholarship-linked to NRF funded researcher (Thuthuka, CoEs and SARCHi), NRF-SASOL, 

NRF-EMET, and Manus Matsci. We will announce these awards separately in due course. 

 

Table 1. Current statuses of all honours applications (As of 27 March 2025). 
 
Descriptor: Applications at the institutions  
                    Applications submitted to the NRF  
                    Approved by the NRF  

 

 

 

Successful applicants from institutions with the approved status, will be notified of their award within the 

next week. 

Institution Status Indicator
Cape Peninsula University of Technology Applications at the institution
Central University of Technology, Free State Approved by the NRF 
Durban University of Technology Approved by the NRF 
Nelson Mandela University Approved by the NRF 
North-West University Approved by the NRF 
Rhodes University Approved by the NRF 
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University Approved by the NRF 
Sol Plaatje University   Approved by the NRF 
Stellenbosch University Approved by the NRF 
Tshwane University of Technology Applications at the institution
University of Cape Town Approved by the NRF 
University of Fort Hare Approved by the NRF 
University of the Free State   Approved by the NRF 
University of Johannesburg Submitted to the NRF
University of KwaZulu-Natal Approved by the NRF 
University of Limpopo Approved by the NRF 
University of Mpumalanga Approved by the NRF 
University of Pretoria Approved by the NRF 
University of South Africa Approved by the NRF 
University of the Western Cape Approved by the NRF 
University of the Witwatersrand Approved by the NRF 
University of Venda Approved by the NRF 
University of Zululand Approved by the NRF 
Walter Sisulu University Approved by the NRF 


