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ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR
RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM (RIPP) FOR 2026

The National Research Foundation (NRF) and the Department of Science, Technology and

Innovation (DSTI) is pleased to announce the provisional awards for the Research Infrastructure

Professional Programme (RIPP) Call 2025. The successful applications for the 2026 academic

year are listed in Table 1, 2 and 3 for Masters, Doctoral and Postdoctoral candidates respectively.

The NRF reserves the right to withdraw and cancel the scholarship should the applicant fail

to meet all necessary conditions and/or requirements as stated in the RIPP Call for 2026

Framework document and the Conditions of Grant.

PLEASE NOTE:

If your name appears in the tables that follows, you have been successful in receiving a
provisional award for 2026.

Successful candidates will be able to view and download their award letters in January
2026, via NRF Connect against their applications.

Read through the Conditions of Grant (CoG) letter and award letter documents carefully
before accepting the award.

Guidelines on how to accept the award: https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-

content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf

All required documentation must be uploaded on the awardees’ NRF Connect profile within
thirty (30) days of receipt of the award letter.

Funds will only be released once the completed and required documentation has been
received by the NRF.

The NRF feedback on the review of applications will be forwarded to all unsuccessful
applicants between January and March 2026.

If your name does not appear in the Tables below or any other published list of successful

applicants, it means you have not been awarded a grant for 2026
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Table 1. Successful applicants for the 2026: RIPP — Masters Candidates, Full Cost of Study

# | Reference First Name Last Name | Institution / Organisation
1 | RIPP250512311985 | Kamvelihle Mkhize Agricultural Research Council
2 | RIPP250514312085 | Sydney Mandla | Khanyile Durban University of Technology
3 | RIPP250513312044 | Winnie Nota Durban University of Technology
4 | RIPP250610321049 | Samantha Lea | Chambers Stellenbosch University
5 | RIPP250610321182 | Talente Mzindle Stellenbosch University
6 | RIPP250609320697 | Bethaba Shazi Stellenbosch University
7 | RIPP250505311633 | David van Heerden | University of Pretoria
8 | RIPP250520314394 | Jordyn Soldin University of Cape Town
9 | RIPP250522315579 | Lungani Masinga University of KwaZulu-Natal
10 | RIPP250612322240 | Gugulethu Mlambo University of Mpumalanga
11 | RIPP250522315553 | Tshwarelelo Sibilanga University of the Witwatersrand
12 | RIPP250613322381 | Courtney Boake University of the Witwatersrand
13 | RIPP250611321661 | Belinda Mtetwa University of the Witwatersrand
14 | RIPP250610321262 | Bretagné Naidoo University of the Witwatersrand
15 | RIPP250611321570 | Theesan Naidu University of the Witwatersrand

Table 2. Successful applicants for the 2026: RIPP — Doctoral Candidates, Full Cost of Study

# | Reference First Name | Last Name | Institution / Organisation

1 | RIPP250610321077 | Ameera Yacoob South African Environmental Observation Network
2 | RIPP250521314950 | Sarah Susan | Mc Arthur Stellenbosch University

3 | RIPP250604319364 | Masibulele Mdutyana | Stellenbosch University

4 | RIPP250603318889 | Catherine Grobbelaar | University of Cape Town

5 | RIPP250504311594 | Tshepiso Kadi University of Pretoria

6 | RIPP250505311638 | Lebogang Mashigo University of Pretoria

7 | RIPP250505311657 | Tuelo Motloba University of Pretoria

8 | RIPP250528317390 | Katharine Dirks University of the Witwatersrand
9 | RIPP250521315187 | Thabelo Mulenga University of the Witwatersrand
10 | RIPP250609320792 | Melissa Nyalungu University of the Witwatersrand
11 | RIPP250521314929 | Faith Nyathi University of the Witwatersrand
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Table 3. Successful applicants for the 2026: RIPP — Postdoctoral Candidates

Reference First Name Last Name Institution / Organisation

RIPP250612322056 | Riona Indhur Durban University of Technology
2 | RIPP250520314585 | Puseletso Constance | Kumalo Durban University of Technology
3 | RIPP250514312097 | Luveshan Ramanna Durban University of Technology
4 | RIPP250603318856 | Mbulelo Jokazi Rhodes University
5 | RIPP250521314962 | Munira Hoosain South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO)
6 | RIPP250527316736 | Nazir Ahmed Adam Makda South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO)
7 | RIPP250610321074 | Thomas Botha South African Environmental Observation Network
8 | RIPP250610321013 | Tamryn Hamilton South African Environmental Observation Network
9 | RIPP250527316914 | Fannie Masina South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity
10 | RIPP250611321579 | Noluxabiso Mangwana South African Medical Research Council (MRC)
11 | RIPP250521314966 | Monique Barnard-Matthee | Stellenbosch University
12 | RIPP250603318945 | Ryan Cloete Stellenbosch University
13 | RIPP250520314364 | Safiyyah Moos University of Cape Town
14 | RIPP250520314340 | Carly Young-Bailie University of Cape Town
15 | RIPP250527316851 | Miltia Lesufi University of Johannesburg
16 | RIPP250527316845 | Vhahangwele Makumbane University of Johannesburg
17 | RIPP250522315344 | Priyashini Dhaver University of KwaZulu-Natal
18 | RIPP250528317245 | Mbongeni Shungube University of KwaZulu-Natal
19 | RIPP250613322672 | Lethula Excellent Mofokeng University of Pretoria
20 | RIPP250606319982 | Simone Barry University of the Western Cape
21 | RIPP250521314947 | Koena Moabelo University of the Western Cape
22 | RIPP250521314974 | Divesha Essa/Moodley University of the Witwatersrand
23 | RIPP250522315433 | Liang Gu University of the Witwatersrand
24 | RIPP250521314969 | Sabetha Mapetla University of the Witwatersrand
25 | RIPP250526316272 | Thapelo Mbhele University of the Witwatersrand
26 | RIPP250521314934 | Refilwe Moepya University of the Witwatersrand
27 | RIPP250606320053 | Blessing QOyiogu University of the Witwatersrand

We congratulate all 2026 awardees




