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ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR THE
2026 NRF FREESTANDING POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIPS

The National Research Foundation (NRF), the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI) and National Skills Fund (NSF) are
pleased to announce the NRF Freestanding Postdoctoral Fellowships awards for 2026. These fellowships are aimed at promoting research and
research capacity development in all knowledge fields of research, with priority given to Science, Engineering and Technology (SET) disciplines.
Fellowships are open to South African citizens and permanent residents as well as international candidates who intend to undertake research at
a public university or research institution in South Africa. The Scarce Skills Postdoctoral Fellowships are however open to bona fide South African

citizens and permanent residents only

The NRF reserves the right to withdraw and cancel the postdoctoral fellowship grant should the applicant fail to meet all necessary
conditions and/or requirements as stated in the NRF Postdoctoral Fellowship Call for 2026 Framework document and the Conditions

of Grant.
PLEASE NOTE:

¢ If your name does not appear on the relevant Tables below, you have not been awarded the NRF Freestanding Postdoctoral Fellowships
awards for 2026.

e Successful candidates will be able to view and download their award letters in January 2026, via NRF Connect against their applications.

¢ Read through the Conditions of Grant (CoG) letter and award letter documents carefully before accepting the award.

e Guidelines on how to accept the award: https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf

¢ All required documentation must be uploaded on the awardees’ NRF Connect profile within one month of receipt of the award letter.
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The sooner the NRF obtains all the required documents, the sooner it will release the funds.

The NRF feedback on the review of applications will be forwarded to all unsuccessful applicants between January and February 2026.
Applicants who are currently completing their doctoral dissertation for submission were allowed to submit applications. They should
however have completed their doctoral degree by 31 December 2025. The NRF must receive proof of having completed the doctoral
degree at the time of commencement of the Postdoctoral fellowship grant. All awards that are not taken up by 30 June 2026 (for only this

category of applicants) will be cancelled by the NRF and no exemptions will be made if the completion letter or Doctoral certificate has
not been issued by this time.
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Table 1. Successful applicants for the NRF Freestanding Postdoctoral Fellowships (Innovation) for 2026

Reference

First Name

Last Name

Institution Applied At

1 PSTD250311303418 Mahlatse Ellias Moremi Agricultural Research Council (South Africa), Infruitec-Nietvoorbij

> PSTD250315304471 Harold Malahlela ggtr)lzl;lsljg:: gfoss:rch Council (South Africa), Institute for Tropical and

3 PSTD250408309603 Ongeziwe Taku Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA)
4 PSTD250320305377 Senamile Ngema Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA)
5 PSTD250404308732 Lungelo Ntuli Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA)
6 PSTD250324306063 Sinothile Khuzwayo Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, South Africa

7 PSTD250331307691 Claudine Nkera-Gutabara CSIR - Future Production: Chemicals

8 PSTD250326306497 Sesethu Njokweni CSIR - Future Production: Chemicals

9 PSTD250409309726 Khumbelo Mabadahanye CSIR - Smart Places

10 PSTD250313304080 Candice Nikita Neves Ditsong National Museum of Natural History

11 PSTD250311303473 Valerie Farai Masocha Durban University of Technology

12 PSTD250330307359 Peter Anuoluwapo | Gbadega Durban University of Technology

13 PSTD250220299396 Sapna Ramdin Durban University of Technology

14 PSTD250220299399 Rebecca Reddy Durban University of Technology

15 PSTD250328307195 Shisy Jose Durban University of Technology

16 PSTD250410310127 Omolola Aina International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB)
17 PSTD250410310007 Cheval Sookram International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB)
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Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At

18 PSTD250411310250 Melissa Blumenthal International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB)
19 PSTD250219299172 Shannon-Leigh Sparks International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB)
20 PSTD250408309478 Jespere Calderone | Nzobadila Ondze iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based Sciences

21 PSTD250221299514 Ezekiel Majola Nelson Mandela University

22 PSTD250328307246 Shahrokh Hatefi Nelson Mandela University

23 PSTD250327306888 Donne Kritzinger Nelson Mandela University

24 PSTD250226300074 William Zvarivadza North-West University

25 PSTD250405309016 Nkosomzi Sipango North-West University

26 PSTD250306301623 Justina Attah North-West University

27 PSTD250325306305 Vuledzani Felicia Maugana North-West University

28 PSTD250403308446 Stefan Schoombie North-West University

29 PSTD250220299327 Maano Valerie Masiphephethu North-West University

30 PSTD250310302172 Sijongesonke Peter Rhodes University

31 PSTD250324306049 Mbulelo Jokazi Rhodes University

32 | PSTD250323305822 | N9wanabjala Magaela Rhodes University

Bridged

33 PSTD250320305541 Isaac Mulaudzi Rhodes University

34 PSTD250331307698 Bridget Nkosi Rhodes University

35 | PSTD250328307268 g';?;mmed Al Mohammed Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University
36 PSTD250304301221 Oyewole Kazeem Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University
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37 PSTD250309301975 Gyanendra Verma Sol Plaatje University

38 PSTD250331307430 Samson Akinpelu Sol Plaatje University

39 PSTD250218298976 Mary Nkosi South African Environmental Observation Network (SAEON)
40 PSTD250314304319 Sutapa Adhikari South African Environmental Observation Network (SAEON)
41 PSTD250326306488 Carla Dodd South African Environmental Observation Network (SAEON)
42 PSTD250217298764 Jabulani Ndaba South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB)

43 PSTD250317304658 Nobuhle Mpanza South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB)

44 PSTD250331307471 Nadja Louw South African Medical Research Council (MRC)

45 PSTD250328307223 Edward Bras Stellenbosch University

46 PSTD250219299193 Mkhuseli Zenze Stellenbosch University

47 PSTD250225299942 Priyanka Dhanraj Stellenbosch University

48 PSTD250227300453 Kiara Boodhoo Stellenbosch University

49 PSTD250305301307 Jessica Burns Stellenbosch University

50 PSTD250305301452 Stacey Engel Stellenbosch University

51 PSTD250306301604 Zahra Latib Stellenbosch University

52 PSTD250317304592 Thato Kgatla Stellenbosch University

53 PSTD250328307120 Amokelani Mahungu Stellenbosch University

54 PSTD250401307791 Natasha Luyt Stellenbosch University

55 PSTD250326306635 Calib Buckton Stellenbosch University

56 | PSTD250320305473 | oyeda Nadiah Nahri Tshwane University of Technology

Fatima
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57 PSTD250331307438 Emmanuel Ogundimu Tshwane University of Technology
58 PSTD250404308660 John Olumide Olusanya Tshwane University of Technology
59 PSTD250408309546 Sandrine Mbakop Tshwane University of Technology
60 PSTD250406309093 Godfrey Akpakwu Tshwane University of Technology
61 PSTD250328307142 Oluwatobi Owojori Tshwane University of Technology
62 PSTD250304301273 Lesetja Ramoba Tshwane University of Technology
63 PSTD250314304380 Masala Mudau Tshwane University of Technology
64 PSTD250401307811 Shanan Atkins Tshwane University of Technology
65 PSTD250402308330 Maboka Mokgaetji Mabusela Tshwane University of Technology
66 PSTD250319305084 Olakunle Oluwaleye Tshwane University of Technology
67 PSTD250401308001 Modupeola Dada Tshwane University of Technology
68 PSTD250324305925 Susan Wambui Kamundia University of Cape Town
69 PSTD250404308779 Dumisani Musa Maluleke University of Cape Town
70 PSTD250306301521 Karabo Serala University of Cape Town
71 PSTD250310302196 Tarin Europa University of Cape Town
72 PSTD250311303350 Luveni Sonka University of Cape Town
73 PSTD250312303864 Lucy Macharia University of Cape Town
74 PSTD250315304500 Shaakira Chaya University of Cape Town
75 PSTD250317304757 Chanellé Juanita Hendrikse University of Cape Town
76 PSTD250324305936 Donna Le Roux-Jacobs University of Cape Town
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77 PSTD250324306135 Conchita Kamanzi University of Cape Town
78 PSTD250401307857 Carmelita Abrahams University of Cape Town
79 PSTD250401307939 Juliet Nagawa University of Cape Town
80 PSTD250402308278 Kimona Rampersadh University of Cape Town

81 PSTD250403308647 Shandry Tebele University of Cape Town
82 PSTD250225299894 Siphiwe Mahlangu University of Cape Town
83 PSTD250307301816 Falone Sunda University of Cape Town
84 PSTD250328307244 Thandeka Mahlobo University of Cape Town
85 PSTD250331307650 Tshilidzi Manyanya University of Cape Town
86 PSTD250331307496 Darlington Chigori University of Fort Hare

87 PSTD250327306922 Viola Okechukwu University of Johannesburg
88 PSTD250415310823 Happiness Nyathi University of Johannesburg
89 PSTD250404308788 Prabhavathi Sathish Sundar University of Johannesburg
90 PSTD250409309730 Ranya Ibrahim University of Johannesburg
91 PSTD250408309553 Kgalaletso Othibeng University of Johannesburg
92 PSTD250327306962 Emeline Nanou Dossa University of KwaZulu-Natal
93 PSTD250228300722 Zinhle Pretty Mlambo University of KwaZulu-Natal
94 PSTD250408309455 Koobashnee Pillay University of KwaZulu-Natal
95 PSTD250409309710 Helen Snethemba Ndlovu University of KwaZulu-Natal
96 | PSTD250324306030 | Cothelihem Bekele University of KwaZulu-Natal

Mekonnen
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97 PSTD250325306243 Priyashini Dhaver University of KwaZulu-Natal

98 PSTD250409309778 Jessica Leaver University of KwaZulu-Natal

99 PSTD250318304875 Heba Abdulrahman University of KwaZulu-Natal

100 PSTD250402308241 Siginiseko Ndlovu University of KwaZulu-Natal (Howard College Campus)
101 PSTD250225300053 Minentle Mnukwa University of KwaZulu-Natal (Pietermaritzburg Campus)
102 PSTD250328307217 Rayishnee Pillay University of KwaZulu-Natal (Westville Campus)

103 PSTD250314304312 Lerato Mahwai University of Limpopo

104 | PSTD250317304584 Mante Kgakishe University of Limpopo

105 PSTD250306301483 Siyasanga Tracy Mnciva University of Mpumalanga

106 PSTD250312303934 Pule Mpopetsi University of Mpumalanga

107 PSTD250313303991 Philippa Huchzermeyer University of Mpumalanga

108 PSTD250331307483 Shae Swanepoel University of Pretoria

109 PSTD250304301174 Ronewa Khumela University of Pretoria

110 | PSTD250312303819 Miksha Harripershad University of Pretoria

111 PSTD250320305523 Relebohile Matobole University of Pretoria

112 PSTD250331307446 Patrick Appiah-Kubi University of Pretoria

113 PSTD250402308161 Fatima Barmania University of Pretoria

114 PSTD250403308442 Thabo Hamiwe University of Pretoria

115 PSTD250331307503 Claris Siyamayambo University of Pretoria

116 PSTD250311303465 Rachel Stein University of Pretoria
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117 | PSTD250401307838 Nthabiseng Mokoena University of Pretoria

118 PSTD250227300472 Aluwani Guga University of Pretoria

119 PSTD250328307123 Ebere Lovelyn Udeh University of South Africa

120 PSTD250414310666 Piet Monegi University of South Africa

121 PSTD250219299244 Langanani Rakhunwana University of South Africa

122 PSTD250408309651 Nzumbululo Ndou University of South Africa

123 PSTD250218298876 Cassandra Upton University of South Africa

124 PSTD250225300061 Refilwe Kudumela University of South Africa

125 PSTD250404308677 Neo Mametja University of South Africa

126 PSTD250311303396 Neelam Saghir University of South Africa

127 PSTD250314304434 Nozethu Mjokane University of the Free State

128 PSTD250330307382 Jasmin Cara Aschenbrenner University of the Free State

129 PSTD250410309985 Maphori Maliehe University of the Free State

130 | PSTD250403308403 | | Indje Elias Elago University of the Free State
Muliokela

131 PSTD250220299457 Nasreen Begum University of the Western Cape

132 PSTD250310302145 Nelia Sanga University of the Western Cape

133 PSTD250320305561 Olusola Watti University of the Western Cape

134 PSTD250402308153 Antoinette van der Merwe University of the Western Cape

135 PSTD250414310574 Charl Daniél Cilliers University of the Western Cape

136 PSTD250331307752 Charné Petinger University of the Western Cape
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137 PSTD250407309189 Khanyisani Ziqubu University of the Western Cape
138 PSTD250304301200 Kathryn van Boom University of the Western Cape
139 PSTD250305301284 Samson Olaitan Oselusi University of the Western Cape
140 PSTD250326306572 Jihaan Adonis University of the Western Cape
141 PSTD250328307194 Retsepile Ephraim | Maphasa University of the Western Cape
142 PSTD250226300238 Boitshwarelo Lorato | Masocha University of the Witwatersrand

143 PSTD250312303861

Gibbon

Ramaremisa

University of the Witwatersrand

144 | PSTD250403308385 Pamela Moyo University of the Witwatersrand
145 | PSTD250408309502 Xueting Wei University of the Witwatersrand
146 PSTD250331307529 Julius Eyitayo Ajayi University of the Witwatersrand
147 PSTD250410309956 Beatrice Otunola University of the Witwatersrand
148 PSTD250217298732 Xolile Nuse University of the Witwatersrand
149 PSTD250303301044 Kirsty van Stormbroek University of the Witwatersrand
150 | PSTD250311303367 Sanelisiwe Xhakaza University of the Witwatersrand
151 PSTD250311303387 Noluthando Manyisa University of the Witwatersrand
152 | PSTD250311303459 Ridhwaanah Bhana University of the Witwatersrand
153 PSTD250312303673 Naaziyah Abdulla University of the Witwatersrand
154 PSTD250402308160 Nnenna Elebo University of the Witwatersrand
155 PSTD250404308919 Mizan Ferreira University of the Witwatersrand
156 PSTD250407309300 Prashika Singh University of the Witwatersrand
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157 PSTD250408309539 Patane Sylvester Shilabye University of the Witwatersrand
158 PSTD250411310254 Vimbai Siziba University of the Witwatersrand
159 PSTD250407309143 Harry Moongela University of the Witwatersrand
160 | PSTD250410310188 Sindiswa Msimango University of the Witwatersrand
Nontembiso
161 PSTD250317304708 Liang Gu University of the Witwatersrand
162 PSTD250318304888 Atashni Moopen University of the Witwatersrand
163 PSTD250323305848 Verona Govender University of the Witwatersrand
164 PSTD250407309419 Marushka Soobben University of the Witwatersrand
165 | PSTD250408309467 Lyriche Drude University of the Witwatersrand
166 | PSTD250408309601 Tsitsi Maponga University of the Witwatersrand
167 | PSTD250410309953 Valentin Buffa University of the Witwatersrand

168 PSTD250410310059

Jeanne d'Arc

Mukarugwiro

University of the Witwatersrand

169 PSTD250410310184 Rebecca Oyerinde University of the Witwatersrand
170 PSTD250414310627 Jonathan Levin University of the Witwatersrand
171 PSTD250414310677 Abdul Majeed Fundie University of Venda
172 | PSTD250319305211 Oisaemi Uduagele | Izevbekhai University of Venda
173 | PSTD250327306985 Sandeep Kumar University of Venda
174 | PSTD250327307007 John Laisani University of Venda
175 PSTD250314304316 Tendamudzimu Dongola University of Venda
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176 | PSTD250317304651 Duncan Luthuli University of Venda
177 PSTD250224299725 Thilivhali Eugene Rasimphi University of Venda
178 PSTD250319305291 Thifhelimbilu Mulateli University of Venda
179 PSTD250411310261 George Akintola University of Venda
180 PSTD250411310200 Siyanda Ngema University of Zululand
181 PSTD250219299128 Tiara Padayachee University of Zululand
182 PSTD250326306554 Anthony Ogazi Vaal University of Technology
183 | PSTD250329307335 Rachael Ekong Walter Sisulu University
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First Name

Last Name

Institution Applied At

X
/' NRF

1 PSTD250305301405 Nokwanda Ngema Cape Peninsula University of Technology

2 PSTD250414310661 Busisiwe Mabuea Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, South Africa
PSTD250305301373 Olwethu Poswayo Nelson Mandela University

4 PSTD250324305989 Sinozuko Hope Bika Nelson Mandela University

5 PSTD250310302091 Emily Whitfield Nelson Mandela University

6 PSTD250401307897 Rebaona R. Molefe North-West University

7 PSTD250415310904 Yamkela Mbenga North-West University

8 PSTD250327306973 David Venter Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

9 PSTD250305301286 Daniel Buttner South African Environmental Observation Network (SAEON)

10 PSTD250325306319 Edith Singini Stellenbosch University

11 PSTD250305301287 Sithi Mgidlana Stellenbosch University

12 PSTD250306301492 Lyndon Naidoo Stellenbosch University

13 PSTD250312303781 Chelsea Mondlane Stellenbosch University

14 PSTD250402308150 Thabang Mphateng Stellenbosch University

15 PSTD250403308471 Sandri Du Plessis Stellenbosch University
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16 PSTD250317304689 Lesedi Molefe Maesela Tshwane University of Technology

17 PSTD250402308307 Ivy masefako Makena Tshwane University of Technology

18 PSTD250408309642 Tsireledzo Goodwill | Makwarela Tshwane University of Technology

19 PSTD250312303672 Daniel Malesela Teffu Tshwane University of Technology

20 PSTD250402308138 Kobe Samuel Mojapelo Tshwane University of Technology

21 PSTD250412310445 Mpho J. Lencwe Tshwane University of Technology

22 PSTD250305301310 Kanyisile Mhlana University of Cape Town

23 | PSTD250327306896 | Morongwa Morongwa University of Cape Town
Emmanuel

24 PSTD250331307547 Singobile Mahlaba University of Cape Town

25 PSTD250404308755 Tebogo Abigail Mashola University of Cape Town

26 PSTD250327306926 Absalom Maluleke University of Cape Town

27 PSTD250227300407 Buyani Mazeka University of Cape Town

28 PSTD250323305847 Sabeliwe Langa University of Fort Hare

29 PSTD250331307740 Wandile Mashece University of Fort Hare

30 PSTD250331307452 Zabambo Nale Ndesi University of Fort Hare

31 PSTD250218299015 Nonkosi Matinise University of Johannesburg

32 PSTD250311303484 Tshepiso Moremedi University of Johannesburg
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33 PSTD250319305099 Sibongile Pikoli University of Johannesburg

34 PSTD250410310124 Zwannda Nethavhani University of KwaZulu-Natal

35 PSTD250303301051 Sinethemba Xabela University of KwaZulu-Natal (Howard College Campus)
36 PSTD250328307070 Noeleen Naidoo University of KwaZulu-Natal (Westville Campus)
37 PSTD250324305985 Pontsho Edmund Tseke University of Limpopo

38 PSTD250407309354 Selaelo Jaqueline Mphalo University of Limpopo

39 PSTD250414310573 Anzai Mulaudzi University of Limpopo

40 PSTD250303300929 Kgalaletso Precious | Otukile University of Limpopo

41 PSTD250311303536 Khaleke Veronicah | Ramollo University of Limpopo

42 PSTD250324306001 Mamonamane Mphahlele University of Limpopo

43 PSTD250324305896 Sarah Mojela Makau University of Pretoria

44 PSTD250324305953 Tintswalo Molelekoa University of Pretoria

45 PSTD250403308576 Refilwe Bokaba University of Pretoria

46 PSTD250401307778 Alice Magubane University of Pretoria

47 PSTD250228300715 Tebogo Motsei University of the Free State

48 PSTD250219299129 Avela Sogoni University of the Western Cape

49 PSTD250219299153 Nandi Nyamende University of the Western Cape

50 PSTD250404308946 Sihle Ngxabi University of the Western Cape
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51 PSTD250312303826 Jaymi January University of the Western Cape
52 PSTD250312303843 Marlon Oranzie University of the Western Cape
53 PSTD250324306138 Bonke Phathekile University of the Western Cape
54 PSTD250403308580 Siyasanga Booysen University of the Western Cape
55 PSTD250409309687 Sphamandla Nqunga University of the Western Cape
56 PSTD250325306273 Mponeng Kopana University of the Western Cape
57 PSTD250221299587 Gciniwe Sindiswa Mathenjwa University of the Witwatersrand
58 PSTD250407309325 Thapelo Mbhele University of the Witwatersrand
59 PSTD250331307653 Armand Augustin Fondjo University of the Witwatersrand
60 PSTD250311303432 Ariel Prinsloo University of the Witwatersrand
61 PSTD250330307383 Simoné Kock University of the Witwatersrand
62 PSTD250402308158 Chani van Niekerk University of the Witwatersrand
63 PSTD250410310028 Lehlohonolo Lisema University of the Witwatersrand
64 | PSTD250218298849 \'\;'::jr':j;' Mkwanazi University of Venda

65 PSTD250225299903 Elisa Pandelani Munzhelele University of Venda

We congratulate all 2026 awardees
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