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ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR THE  

DSTI-NRF CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE (CoEs) AND  

NATIONAL INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION (NIRDIs) 

FIRST-TIME MASTER’S AND DOCTORAL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR FUNDING IN THE 2026 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 

The Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI) and the National Research Foundation (NRF) are 

pleased to announce the provisional awards for the DSTI-NRF Centres of Excellence (CoEs) and National 

Institutes for Research, Development and Innovation (NIRDIs) First-Time Master’s and Doctoral Scholarships in 

2026. The awards have been made according to the strategic objectives of the CoE and NIRDI funding 

instruments, the DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Funding Policy as well as the available budget and the funding decision 

by the respective CoEs and NIRDIs. Successful applications for the DSTI-NRF CoE and NIRDIs First-Time Master’s 

and Doctoral Scholarships are listed in Table 1 and Table 2 respectively. Candidates are either awarded at Full 

Cost of Study (FCS) or Partial Cost of Study (PCS).  

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

 If your name appears in the tables below, you have been provisionally successful in receiving an award for 

2026. The award is subject to you meeting the minimum requirements according to the DSTI-NRF 

Postgraduate Scholarships Framework for 2026, DSTI-NRF Master’s and Doctoral Application and Funding 

Guide, and the Conditions of Grant.  

 Successful candidates will be able to view and download their award letters in January 2026, via NRF Connect 

against their application.  

 Read through the Conditions of Grant, Letter of Award, Framework and related documents carefully BEFORE 

accepting the award. 

 Guidelines on how to accept the award: https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-

of-Award.pdf  

 Once the successful candidate has accepted the award on NRF Connect, the Designated Authority from the 

university postgraduate/research office must validate and accept the award on behalf of the institution 

before a grant can be created on the system.  

 Should you not meet the relevant requirements for FCS or PCS funding, the NRF reserves the right not to 

award the scholarship.  

 Should you not meet the relevant requirements for FCS funding, the NRF reserves the right to change your 
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scholarship to PCS funding.  

 Funds will only be released once the required compulsory documentation are received and are processed 

successfully by the NRF.  

 Awards not taken up within two (2) months after the award is made on NRF Connect will be automatically 

cancelled, unless otherwise approved by the NRF. Students who will be taking up funding in the second 

semester should notify the NRF in writing via the institutional office and obtain the necessary approvals.  

 If your name does not appear in the Tables below or any other published list of successful applicants, it 

means you have not been awarded a scholarship for 2026.  

 Formal feedback to unsuccessful candidates will be provided between January and March 2026.  

 The NRF provides feedback to unsuccessful candidates via NRF Connect against their application.  

 South African students (SA citizens and permanent residents) who have been awarded at PCS and have 

applied for the ISFAP financial means assessment, which is still pending, may be upgraded to FCS upon 

receipt of a positive outcome. Similarly, South African students who have pending academic results, may 

also be upgraded from partial to full cost upon receipt of qualifying out comes.  

 South African students who have achieved ≥ 75% for their previous degree and are awarded at PCS funding, 

should not accept the award on the system, but rather contact the Designated Authority (DA) at their 

institution and provide proof of academic achievement.  

 All programme eligibility requirements will be confirmed by the institutional postgraduate office and the NRF 

on acceptance of award. The NRF reserves the right to withdraw and cancel the scholarship should the 

awardee fail to meet all necessary conditions and/or requirements as stated in the DSTI-NRF Postgraduate 

Scholarships Framework for 2026, DSTI-NRF Master’s and Doctoral Application and Funding Guide, and 

the Conditions of Grant.  

 CoE and NIRDI students are encouraged to direct any queries as follows: 

1. Designated Authority at the postgraduate/research office of their selected institution. 

2. Manager of the CoE or NIRDI to which students are attached. 

3. NRF - Ms Melissa Govender via email: M.Govender@risa.nrf.ac.za.  

Any query which has not followed this route will not be entertained by the NRF unless it is an aspect of 

the award which is directly and only controlled by the NRF.  
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Table 1: List of Successful Applicants for DSTI-NRF Master’s Scholarships for Funding in 2026 Academic Year 

No. 
Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution 
Scholarship 

Category 
Name of CoE or NIRDI 

1 PMDS250609320594 Caitlin Ingram Rhodes University PCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

2 PMDS250624327287 Aaliyah Khan Rhodes University FCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

3 PMDS250526316440 Kudzai Mawere Rhodes University PCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

4 PMDS250623326146 Cheryl Mokoena Rhodes University PCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

5 PMDS250612322073 Abenathi Nqweniso Rhodes University FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

6 PMDS250626329240 Galaletsang 
Onalenna 

Nyama Rhodes University FCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

7 PMDS250702334205 THAMI BONGA 
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences 

University 
FCS 

Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 
Statistical Sciences 

8 PMDS250524315921 Msizi Cekwane 
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences 

University FCS Centre of Excellence: Human Development 

9 PMDS250527316779 Kiasha Haridas University of Cape Town PCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

10 PMDS250602318360 Jessica James University of Cape Town FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

11 PMDS250625327853 KELETSO HOPE LETSOKO University of Cape Town PCS 
Centre of Excellence for Integrated Mineral 

and Energy Resource Analysis (CIMERA) 
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No. 
Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution 
Scholarship 

Category 
Name of CoE or NIRDI 

12 PMDS250623326529 AYAKHA KOMZI University of Johannesburg FCS 
Centre of Excellence for Integrated Mineral 

and Energy Resource Analysis (CIMERA) 

13 PMDS250620325280 Ntokozo Shongwe University of Johannesburg FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

14 PMDS250630331696 Keiasha Gounden University of KwaZulu-Natal PCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

15 PMDS250702333705 Dylan Govender University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

16 PMDS250606319913 Thandazile Mahlangu University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

17 PMDS250624326942 Keabetswe Mannathoko University of KwaZulu-Natal PCS Centre of Excellence for Integrated Mineral 
and Energy Resource Analysis (CIMERA) 

18 PMDS250627329471 Ruth Ngcobo University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

19 PMDS250628330463 
Phiwokuhle 
Benneden Ntuntuza University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

20 PMDS250703334616 Luyanda Sikhakhane University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

21 PMDS250630331964 Nkosingvile Tshabalala University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

22 PMDS250622325860 AJ UQUEIO University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 
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No. 
Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution 
Scholarship 

Category 
Name of CoE or NIRDI 

23 PMDS250604319367 Mphelekedzeni Fhedzisani University of Limpopo FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

24 PMDS250626328908 Thulane Jozini University of Limpopo FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

25 PMDS250530317962 Mmatlou Lamola University of Limpopo FCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

26 PMDS250519314238 Merold Machate University of Limpopo FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

27 PMDS250522315286 Mabotja Moshima University of Limpopo FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

28 PMDS250516313134 Tokollo Pearl Phoshoko University of Limpopo FCS Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 
Statistical Sciences 

29 PMDS250602318528 Patlana Raphela University of Limpopo FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

30 PMDS250613322594 Lufuno Laurence Singo University of Limpopo FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

31 PMDS250613322603 Boineelo Tebele University of Limpopo FCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

32 PMDS250707337403 Martha Maponya University of Mpumalanga FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

33 PMDS250619324546 Tshwanelo Mathala University of Pretoria FCS Centre of Excellence: Food Security 
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No. 
Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution 
Scholarship 

Category 
Name of CoE or NIRDI 

34 PMDS250628330454 
Samkelisiwe 

Nqobile 
Ntshangase University of Pretoria PCS 

National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

35 PMDS250701332208 Sisa Honesi Martins University of the Western Cape PCS Centre of Excellence: Food Security 

36 PMDS250625328143 Maxwell Mason Newman University of the Western Cape PCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

37 PMDS250612322059 Shakeel Malagas University of the Witwatersrand FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

38 PMDS250704335420 Kutloano Nkojoana University of the Witwatersrand PCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

39 PMDS250526316305 Reitumetse Sebusi University of the Witwatersrand FCS Centre of Excellence: Palaeosciences 

40 PMDS250620325277 
Sthembile 
Albertinah 

Fundama University of Venda PCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

41 PMDS250629330700 Lutendo Maingo University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

42 PMDS250709339575 Zwivhuya Manenzhe University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

43 PMDS250710340648 Ritshidze Anoited Mudau University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

44 PMDS250711340985 Ronaldo Mulaudzi University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 
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No. 
Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution 
Scholarship 

Category 
Name of CoE or NIRDI 

45 PMDS250621325506 Vhulenda Negota University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

46 PMDS250704334894 Glen Ṋekhonḓela University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

47 PMDS250515312419 Victor Rakheila University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

48 PMDS250703334281 Uhone Thapedi University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

49 PMDS250615322885 Sakhile Ndawo University of Zululand FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

50 PMDS250516313229 Tiego Molele Vaal University of Technology FCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 
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Table 2: List of Successful Applicants for DSTI-NRF Doctoral Scholarships for Funding in 2026 Academic Year 

No. Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution Scholarship 
Category 

Funding Opportunity 

1 PMDS250605319803 Goratamang Gaedie North-West University FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

2 PMDS250710340467 Aviwe Matsotso North-West University FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

3 PMDS250604319167 Palesa Mgwadhleka North-West University FCS Centre of Excellence: Human Development 

4 PMDS250613322504 Trevor Nyambe North-West University FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

5 PMDS250610320985 RETHABILE FELICIA THUBISI North-West University FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

6 PMDS250701332576 Millicent Mafiri Rhodes University FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

7 PMDS250611321727 Moyahabo Amalia Sefala Rhodes University FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

8 PMDS250630331959 Shimal Harichurn Stellenbosch University FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

9 PMDS250525316093 Frank Smuts University of Cape Town FCS 
Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 

Statistical Sciences 

10 PMDS250526316327 Kirsten Welp University of Cape Town FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

11 PMDS250610321003 Thasmika Durga University of KwaZulu-Natal PCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 
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No. 
Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution 
Scholarship 

Category 
Funding Opportunity 

12 PMDS250521315031 Saarisha Govender University of KwaZulu-Natal PCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

13 PMDS250620324929 
Minenhle 

Nozibusiso Hlabisa University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

14 PMDS250630331151 Sabrina Isaac University of KwaZulu-Natal PCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

15 PMDS250630330950 Zami Khanyile University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

16 PMDS250702333445 Aaliyah Mangerah University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

17 PMDS250627329598 Nomfundo Mthembu University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

18 PMDS250701332261 Damian Naidoo University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

19 PMDS250707336964 MULALO RAPHALALANI University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

20 PMDS250604319283 Zama Xulu University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS Centre of Excellence: Mathematics and 
Statistical Sciences 

21 PMDS250624326871 
Makhosazane 
Siphumelele 

Zondi University of KwaZulu-Natal PCS Centre of Excellence: HIV Prevention 

22 PMDS250628330298 NONTOBEKO ZAVALA University of Limpopo FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 
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No. 
Application 
Reference 

Name Surname Institution 
Scholarship 

Category 
Funding Opportunity 

23 PMDS250627329468 Mpho Ratshilindela University of Pretoria FCS Centre of Excellence: Food Security 

24 PMDS250630331210 Manfred Jaftha University of the Western Cape PCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

25 PMDS250528317380 Sikhumbule Kagiso Joni University of the Western Cape FCS Centre of Excellence: Food Security 

26 PMDS250519313975 Charl Broekman University of the Witwatersrand FCS Centre of Excellence: Human Development 

27 PMDS250620324996 Mmatolo Julliet Maphutha University of the Witwatersrand FCS Centre of Excellence: Palaeosciences 

28 PMDS250608320502 Bradley Mkhondo University of the Witwatersrand PCS National Institute of Theoretical and 
Computational Science (NITheCS) 

29 PMDS250617323655 Matsobane Alex Mothibi University of the Witwatersrand FCS 
National Institute of Theoretical and 

Computational Science (NITheCS) 

30 PMDS250601318179 Faith Nyathi University of the Witwatersrand FCS 
Centre of Excellence for Integrated Mineral 

and Energy Resource Analysis (CIMERA) 

31 PMDS250630331165 Takalani Dzhanngi University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

32 PMDS250701332226 Rovhofhololwa Mandiwana University of Venda FCS Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

 

We congratulate all 2026 awardees. 


