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ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR RESEARCH
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR Y-RATED RESEARCHERS 2026

The National Research Foundation (NRF) and the Department of Science, Technology and
Innovation (DSTI) are pleased to announce the provisional Research Development Grants for Y-
Rated Researchers awards for the 2026 academic year. The new Research Development Grants
for Y-Rated Researchers awards for applicants, who responded to the 2025 Call for applications,
have been made according to the strategic objectives of the Funding Instrument and the available
budget. The successful new Research Development Grants for Y-Rated Researchers applicants
are listed in Table 1.

The NRF reserves the right to withdraw and cancel the grant should the applicant fail to
meet all necessary conditions and/or requirements as stated in the Research Development
Grants for Y-Rated Researchers research grant Call for 2026 Framework document and the

Conditions of Grant.

PLEASE NOTE:

e |f your name does not appear on Table 1, you have not been awarded the Research

Development Grants for Y-Rated Researchers for 2026.

e Successful candidates will be able to view and download their award letters in

January 2026, via NRF Connect against their applications.

¢ Read through the Conditions of Grant (CoG) letter and award letter documents carefully

before accepting the award.

o Access Guidelines on how to accept the award: htips://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf

¢ All required documentation must be uploaded on the awardees’ NRF Connect profile within

two months of receipt of the award letter.
e The sooner the NRF obtains all the required documents, the sooner it will release the funds.

e The NRF feedback on the review of applications will be forwarded to all unsuccessful

applicants by February 2026.

e Please send all enquiries regarding the outcomes to the NRF via your Research Office.
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Table 1. Successful applicants for the applicants for the Research Developmental Grants for Y-Rated
Researchers 2025 Call for 2026 Funding

Department:
Science, Technology and Innovation
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

M

National Research | Research, Innovation and Impact

Foundation | Support and Advancement

Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At

1 | CSRP250307301727 | Dr Boredi Silas Chidi Cape Peninsula University of
Technology

2 | CSRP250312303728 | Louis Lategan Cape Peninsula University of
Technology

3 | CSRP250327306844 | Sweta Patnaik Cape Peninsula University of
Technology

4 | CSRP250308301954 | Simpiwe Sobuwa Cape Peninsula University of
Technology

5 | CSRP250224299746 | Lerato Hiekelele Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research

6 | CSRP250409309845 | LL Ndlela Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research

7 | CSRP250324305943 | Patrick Thabang | Sekoai Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research

8 | CSRP250219299181 | Haruna Maama Durban University of Technology

9 | CSRP250330307408 | Jean Damascene Mvunabandi Durban University of Technology

10 | CSRP250218298928 | Cyprial Ncobela Mangosuthu University of
Technology

11 | CSRP250328307207 | Chantelle Clohessy Nelson Mandela University

12 | CSRP250406309064 | Progress Hove-Sibanda Nelson Mandela University

13 | CSRP250312303705 | Chantelle Bosch North-West University

14 | CSRP250324306071 | Marina Du Toit North-West University

15 | CSRP250314304374 | Anja Franken North-West University

16 | CSRP250303300986 | Mark Kramer North-West University

17 | CSRP250402308314 | Tafadzwa Matiza North-West University

18 | CSRP250325306175 | Jaco Meyer North-West University

19 | CSRP250318304928 | Esmarie Myburgh North-West University

20 | CSRP250321305664 | Dane Brown Rhodes University

21 | CSRP250308301946 | Trishan Naidoo Rhodes University

22 | CSRP250319305262 | Nkululeko Sibanda Rhodes University

23 | CSRP250409309837 | Kim Jonas South African Medical Research
Council

24 | CSRP250404308877 | Mercilene Machisa i‘;ﬂ:‘ci’f‘f”can Medical Research
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# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At
25 | CSRP250320305443 | Brenda Pinky Mahlangu g‘;‘:tr:‘ci’l*f”ca” Medical Research
26 | CSRP250404308766 | Pritika Ramharack (S:‘c’)‘:tr:‘ci’l*f”"a” Medical Research
27 | CSRP250321305683 | Dimpho Elephant ﬁ]‘;‘:ittzt’;‘f”can Sugarcane Research
28 | CSRP250329307346 | Thandile Mdlambuzi ﬁi‘:iizt’;‘fr'ca” Sugarcane Research
29 | CSRP250217298660 | Bwalya Witika Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences
University
30 | CSRP250217298659 | Jamie Cripwell Stellenbosch University
31 | CSRP250324305922 | Rene Gaigher Stellenbosch University
32 | CSRP250312303715 | Johané Nienkemper- Stellenbosch University
Swanepoel
33 | CSRP250218298895 | Brendon Pearce Stellenbosch University
34 | CSRP250325306203 | Martin Venter Stellenbosch University
35 | CSRP250401307783 | Richard Walls Stellenbosch University
36 | CSRP250302300816 | Ntwanano Alliance Kubayi Tshwane University of Technology
37 | CSRP250322305765 | Khethiwe Mtshali Tshwane University of Technology
38 | CSRP250330307361 | Pfunzo Sidogi Tshwane University of Technology
39 | CSRP250303300962 | Sabirah Adams University of Cape Town
40 | CSRP250306301626 | Tanya Hutton University of Cape Town
41 | CSRP250326306637 | Mary-Jessica Laguette University of Cape Town
42 | CSRP250313304093 g"sep.h'”e Rakotonirainy University of Cape Town
eorgina
43 | CSRP250319305342 | Johannes Mbese University of Fort Hare
44 | CSRP250401307948 | Andronicus Akinyelu University of the Free State
Ayobami
45 | CSRP250219299057 | Christian Budde University of the Free State
46 | CSRP250311303500 | Abraham Matamanda University of the Free State
47 | CSRP250225299869 | Douglas Aghimien University of Johannesburg
48 | CSRP250228300680 | Akintunde Alonge University of Johannesburg
49 | CSRP250331307756 | Andrew Craig University of Johannesburg
50 | CSRP250320305402 | Nelesh Dhanpat University of Johannesburg
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# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At

51 | CSRP250319305145 | David Du Toit University of Johannesburg
52 | CSRP250402308136 | Isaac Khambule University of Johannesburg
53 | CSRP250326306592 | Natanya Meyer University of Johannesburg
54 | CSRP250328307115 | Nedine Moonsamy University of Johannesburg
55 | CSRP250319305265 | Oluwatoyin Onipe University of Johannesburg
56 | CSRP250306301489 | Nkosinomusa Dube University of KwaZulu-Natal
57 | CSRP250411310246 | Terisha Ghazi University of KwaZulu-Natal
58 | CSRP250407309190 | Hezekiel Kumalo University of KwaZulu-Natal
59 | CSRP250305301296 | Nontobeko Mvubu University of KwaZulu-Natal
60 | CSRP250403308432 | Benice Sivparsad University of KwaZulu-Natal
61 | CSRP250403308554 | Tlou Grace Manyelo University of Limpopo

62 | CSRP250314304383 | Peace Mkhonto University of Limpopo

63 | CSRP250307301749 | Mazanai Musara University of Mpumalanga
64 | CSRP250327306970 | Ndzondelelo Bingwa University of South Africa
65 | CSRP250227300360 | Terrence R Carney University of South Africa
66 | CSRP250407309289 | Mashapa Elvis Malobane University of South Africa
67 | CSRP250410310121 | Muthumuni Managa University of South Africa
68 | CSRP250316304519 | Walter Matli University of South Africa
69 | CSRP250312303923 | Hlamulo Wiseman Mbhiza University of South Africa
70 | CSRP250219299076 | Lindokuhle Ubisi University of South Africa
71 | CSRP250404308879 | Joshua Nosa Edokpayi University of Venda

72 | CSRP250312303954 | Timothy Adeliyi University of Pretoria

73 | CSRP250312303811 | Adrino Mazenda University of Pretoria

74 | CSRP250328307048 | Lané Prigge University of Pretoria

75 | CSRP250225299882 | Karabo Sitto-Kaunda University of Pretoria

76 | CSRP250220299355 | Omowunmi Isafiade University of the Western Cape
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77 | CSRP250223299688 | Elham Mehdinezhad University of the Western Cape
78 | CSRP250320305370 | Keagan Pokpas University of the Western Cape
79 | CSRP250410310167 | Ritesh Ajoodha University of the Witwatersrand
80 | CSRP250314304441 | Saeideh Babaee University of the Witwatersrand
81 | CSRP250325306346 | Brendon Billings University of the Witwatersrand
82 | CSRP250403308584 | Michael Bodunrin University of the Witwatersrand
83 | CSRP250317304759 | Siphiwe Ndumiso Dlamini University of the Witwatersrand
84 | CSRP250220299317 | Johan Ferreira University of the Witwatersrand
85 | CSRP250407309307 | Mensah Kekeli Folly-Gbetoula University of the Witwatersrand
86 | CSRP250409309801 | Juliana Kagura University of the Witwatersrand
87 | CSRP250324305982 | Sheefa Mirza University of the Witwatersrand
88 | CSRP250401308013 | Glen Nwaila University of the Witwatersrand
89 | CSRP250407309387 | Shune Oliver University of the Witwatersrand
90 | CSRP250405308980 | Sam van Leuven University of the Witwatersrand
91 | CSRP250408309555 | Marthinus Van Staden University of the Witwatersrand

We congratulate all the 2026 awardees
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