
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR  

THUTHUKA RESEARCH GRANTS FOR 2026 

 

The National Research Foundation (NRF) and the Department of Science, technology and 

Innovation (DSTI) are pleased to announce the provisional Thuthuka grant awards for funding in 

the 2026 academic year. The new Thuthuka awards for applicants, who responded to the 2026 

Call for applications, have been made according to the strategic objectives of the Thuthuka Funding 

Instrument and the available budget. The successful new Thuthuka awardees for the PhD, Post-

PhD and Rating Tracks are listed in Table 1, 2 and 3 respectively.  

The NRF reserves the right to withdraw and cancel the grant should the applicant fail to 

meet all necessary conditions and/or requirements as stated in the Thuthuka research grant 

Call for 2026 Framework document and the Conditions of Grant. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 If your name does not appear on the relevant Table below, you have not been awarded the 

Thuthuka research grant for 2026.  

 Successful candidates will be able to view and download their award letters in January 

2026, via NRF Connect against their applications. 

 Read through the Conditions of Grant (CoG) letter and award letter documents carefully 

before accepting the award. 

 Guidelines on how to accept the award: https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-

content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf 

 All required documentation must be uploaded on the awardees’ NRF Connect profile within 

two months of receipt of the award letter. 

 The sooner the NRF obtains all the required documents, the sooner it will release the funds. 

 The NRF feedback on the review of applications will be forwarded to all unsuccessful 

applicants between January and March 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 1. Successful applicants for the Thuthuka PhD Track grant for 2026 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

1 TTK250331307584  Winiswa  Mavutha Durban University of Technology 

2 TTK250311303445  Millicent Magogotya National Health Laboratory Service (NHLS) 

3 TTK250317304600  Thabang Duba National Health Laboratory Service (NHLS) 

4 TTK250219299095  Kyla Burden Nelson Mandela University 

5 TTK250407309348  Damian Fredericks Nelson Mandela University 

6 TTK250318304877  Veronica Kereeditse 
Tshepang 

Phetla South African National Biodiversity Institute 
(SANBI) 

7 TTK250219299204  Janine Correia Stellenbosch University 

8 TTK250224299823  Wayne Swart Stellenbosch University 

9 TTK250303300891  Su-ané Zwiegelaar Stellenbosch University 

10 TTK250321305658  Keegan Meiring Stellenbosch University 

11 TTK250219299214  M Mangisa Tshwane University of Technology 

12 TTK250325306153  Sinetemba Hlungulu Tshwane University of Technology 

13 TTK250226300124  Athi Baliso University of Cape Town 

14 TTK250327306815  Kalpana Maraj University of Cape Town 

15 TTK250306301553  Aaishah Lombard University of Johannesburg 

16 TTK250401308004  Beauty Magage University of Johannesburg 

17 TTK250323305838  Asad Jeewa University of KwaZulu-Natal 

18 TTK250326306705  Mankopodi Mahlako Makhubedu  University of Limpopo 

19 TTK250224299797 Nthabiseng Ngobeni University of Pretoria 

20 TTK250312303704  Iviwe Notununu University of South Africa 

21 TTK250313304012  Tshireletso Mentor University of South Africa 

22 TTK250317304698  Zainab Aziz University of South Africa 

23 TTK250313304016  Angelique Carson-Porter University of the Free State 

24 TTK250414310689  Kyle Seakgwa University of the Western Cape 

25 TTK250405309033  Rukshana Francis University of the Western Cape 

26 TTK250308301925  Winnie Nkoana University of the Witwatersrand 

27 TTK250313304156  Lebogang Phehla University of the Witwatersrand 



 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

28 TTK250318304898  Katherine Hodkinson University of the Witwatersrand 

29 TTK250318304984  Nabeela Sujee University of the Witwatersrand 

30 TTK250319305075  Olusegun Akinwale Ayeni University of the Witwatersrand 

31 TTK250320305441  Natasha Loubser University of the Witwatersrand 

32 TTK250328307132  Kavita Makan University of the Witwatersrand 

33 TTK250330307380  Lindokuhle Nwabisa Magano University of the Witwatersrand 

34 TTK250401307809  Bhavna Bahgoo University of the Witwatersrand 

35 TTK250401307850  Amoge Eunice Jamesboy University of the Witwatersrand 

36 TTK250402308146  Priya Walabh University of the Witwatersrand 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Table 2. Successful applicants for the Thuthuka Post-PhD Track grant for 2026 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

1 TTK250311303406  Ashleen Marshall Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

2 TTK250412310446  Myalelo Nomnqa Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

3 TTK250318304873  Courtley Pharaoh Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

4 TTK250321305597  Benett Siyabonga Madonsela Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

5 TTK250327306904  William Motsoko 
Ishmael 

Makhetha Cape Peninsula University of Technology 

6 TTK250321305589  Tommy Mabasa CSIR - Future Production: Chemicals 

7 TTK250307301728  Kanyane Nonhlanhla 
Eugenia 

Ramashala CSIR - Smart Places 

8 TTK250401307978  Pinkie Ntola Durban University of Technology 

9 TTK250406309060  Tatenda Mapeto Nelson Mandela University 

10 TTK250408309450  Qinisani Nhlakanipho Qwabe Nelson Mandela University 

11 TTK250222299669  Zamukwanda Gambu Nelson Mandela University 

12 TTK250403308481  Jean-Pierre Basson Nelson Mandela University 

13 TTK250320305419  Thoko Sipungu Nelson Mandela University 

14 TTK250323305791  Zintle Sikhunyana Nelson Mandela University 

15 TTK250330307358  Mufhumudzi Muedanyi Ramantswana Nelson Mandela University 

16 TTK250331307696  Chinonye Obioha Nelson Mandela University 

17 TTK250408309675  Sareesha Pillay Nelson Mandela University 

18 TTK250219299134  Monray Edward Williams North-West University 

19 TTK250307301798  Charity  Masilela North-West University 

20 TTK250308301931  Wiseman Dlamini North-West University 

21 TTK250220299448  Nisa Ayob North-West University 

22 TTK250320305565  Delia Ah Goo North-West University 

23 TTK250325306298  Nomfundo Patricia Sibiya North-West University 

24 TTK250330307413  Lerato Mdaka  North-West University 

25 TTK250331307514  Daniel Boshoff North-West University 

26 TTK250403308461  Mandla Dlamini North-West University 

27 TTK250407309166  Niké Wesch North-West University 



 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

28 TTK250310302079  Tarryn Lovemore Rhodes University 

29 TTK250304301251  Alyssa Shawntay Williams Rhodes University 

30 TTK250305301343  Thendo Mutshekwa Rhodes University 

31 TTK250306301629  Lindokuhle Xolani Dlamini Rhodes University 

32 TTK250307301754  Stones Dalitso Chindipha Rhodes University 

33 TTK250313304053  Ethan Newman Rhodes University 

34 TTK250322305728  Mbekezeli Sibahle Nxumalo Rhodes University 

35 TTK250304301104  Ntwanano Sipho Mapfumari Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences 
University 

36 TTK250328307150  Clarissa Marcelle Naidoo Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences 
University 

37 TTK250306301558  Ansia van Coller South African Medical Research Council 
(MRC) 

38 TTK250326306524  Hygon Mutavhatsindi South African Medical Research Council 
(MRC) 

39 TTK250330307372  Tahira Kootbodien South African Medical Research Council 
(MRC) 

40 TTK250325306257  Ramontsheng Rapolaki South African Weather Service 

41 TTK250228300652  Yolande Smit Stellenbosch University 

42 TTK250312303795  Jocelyn Solomons Stellenbosch University 

43 TTK250223299682  Zwonaka Mapholi Stellenbosch University 

44 TTK250303300918  Brendon Nickerson Stellenbosch University 

45 TTK250303300959  Rashid Ahmed Haffejee Stellenbosch University 

46 TTK250305301316  Vinay Ramaswami Shekhar Stellenbosch University 

47 TTK250305301363  Elaine Goosen Stellenbosch University 

48 TTK250310302190  Humaira Fataar Stellenbosch University 

49 TTK250219299184  Moegamat Cassiem Joseph Stellenbosch University 

50 TTK250327306798  Chevarra Hansraj Stellenbosch University 

51 TTK250225299921  Jabulani Ngcobo Tshwane University of Technology 

52 TTK250303300950  Ntwanano Moirah Malepfane Tshwane University of Technology 

53 TTK250310302204  Thabelo Mudau University of Cape Town 

54 TTK250318305013  Khuthala Mnika University of Cape Town 



 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

55 TTK250321305666  Kenny Mudenda University of Cape Town 

56 TTK250327306940  Daniel Ramotsoela University of Cape Town 

57 TTK250302300841  Akios Majoni University of Cape Town 

58 TTK250310302129  Daniel Kibirige University of Cape Town 

59 TTK250323305806  Samantha Fiona Douman University of Cape Town 

60 TTK250326306629  Sandiswa Mbewana University of Cape Town 

61 TTK250330307420  Phikolomzi Matikinca University of Cape Town 

62 TTK250331307611  Rosephine Georgina Rakotonirainy University of Cape Town 

63 TTK250316304542  Lavhelesani Dembe Simba University of Fort Hare 

64 TTK250325306277  Ayanda Deliwe University of Fort Hare 

65 TTK250413310527  Anjuli Webster University of Fort Hare 

66 TTK250303301053  Patrick Komane University of Johannesburg 

67 TTK250306301607  Sundika Ishwarkumar-
Govender 

University of Johannesburg 

68 TTK250331307681  Shantel Lewis University of Johannesburg 

69 TTK250406309129  Nicolene Jooste University of Johannesburg 

70 TTK250314304246  Khululekani Ntakana University of Johannesburg 

71 TTK250322305772  Major Mabuza University of Johannesburg 

72 TTK250220299332  Tevin Moodley University of Johannesburg 

73 TTK250227300392  Thollwana Makhetha University of Johannesburg 

74 TTK250228300586  Khutso Lebea University of Johannesburg 

75 TTK250309302030  Rosina Nkuna University of Johannesburg 

76 TTK250310302208  Siphesihle Sithungu University of Johannesburg 

77 TTK250327306991  Priscalia Khosa University of Johannesburg 

78 TTK250401307831  Lesego Malepe University of Johannesburg 

79 TTK250401307864  Varona Sathiyah University of Johannesburg 

80 TTK250402308311  Maud Blose  University of Johannesburg 

81 TTK250403308453  Siyabulela Nyikana University of Johannesburg 

82 TTK250403308530  Tendani Edith Sebola University of Johannesburg 



 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

83 TTK250407309336  Lukhanyo Mekuto University of Johannesburg 

84 TTK250410310035  Luthando Nyaba University of Johannesburg 

85 TTK250304301128  Kaminie Moodley University of KwaZulu-Natal 

86 TTK250331307509  Siphamandla Nyawose University of KwaZulu-Natal 

87 TTK250403308495  Naimah Ebrahim Khan University of KwaZulu-Natal 

88 TTK250227300552  Nontokozo Mkhonza University of KwaZulu-Natal 

89 TTK250330307363  Nivaar Brijmohan University of KwaZulu-Natal 

90 TTK250407309147  Anthony Govender University of KwaZulu-Natal 

91 TTK250220299474  Tshephiso Papo University of KwaZulu-Natal 

92 TTK250224299751  Zoleka Ncoyini-
Manciya 

University of KwaZulu-Natal 

93 TTK250228300597  Ntombifuthi Precious Nzimande University of KwaZulu-Natal 

94 TTK250305301295  Zekhaya Shozi University of KwaZulu-Natal 

95 TTK250306301669  Nasiphi Bitani University of KwaZulu-Natal 

96 TTK250327306895  Danielle Roberts University of KwaZulu-Natal 

97 TTK250327306941  Nontokozo Msomi University of KwaZulu-Natal 

98 TTK250401307907  Shenelle Lottering University of KwaZulu-Natal 

99 TTK250402308306  Tshimangadzo Selina Mudau University of KwaZulu-Natal (Howard 
College Campus) 

100 TTK250403308539  

Rouxjeanne Vermeulen 
University of KwaZulu-Natal (Westville 
Campus) 

101 TTK250403308459  Danisile Tembe University of KwaZulu-Natal (Westville 
Campus) 

102 TTK250404308865  Tinashe Mutize University of Limpopo 

103 TTK250312303723  Busisiwe Gunya University of Limpopo 

104 TTK250402308215  Mmaphuti  Nkoana University of Limpopo 

105 TTK250402308333  Vincent Malizukiswe Vacu University of Limpopo 

106 TTK250219299160  Mpho William Maswanganye University of Limpopo 

107 TTK250317304774  REINECK MHLABA University of Limpopo 

108 TTK250327307034  Mashilo Matotoka University of Limpopo 

109 TTK250402308157  Pirwana Kholofelo 
Phuthego 

Chokoe University of Limpopo 



 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

110 TTK250305301447  Andile Sokani University of Mpumalanga 

111 TTK250325306269  Xolane Mhlanga University of Mpumalanga 

112 TTK250404308914  Ludzula Mukwevho University of Mpumalanga 

113 TTK250409309698  Sicelo Dlamini University of Mpumalanga 

114 TTK250310302081  Catherine Worsley University of Pretoria 

115 TTK250327306786  Oluwatoyin Victoria Oyekunle University of Pretoria 

116 TTK250331307625  Kuhlula Maluleke University of Pretoria 

117 TTK250331307628  Lindokuhle Kunene University of Pretoria 

118 TTK250220299351  Tunde Yusuf University of Pretoria 

119 TTK250331307489  Sthandiwe Kanyile University of Pretoria 

120 TTK250319305081  Itumeleng Bridgette Setshedi University of South Africa 

121 TTK250228300634  Nolitha Nkobole University of South Africa 

122 TTK250303300945  Lethiwe Mbuyane University of South Africa 

123 TTK250311303450  Sinebongo Mdyogolo University of South Africa 

124 TTK250303301016  Carlo Daniels University of South Africa 

125 TTK250318304882  Princess Blose University of South Africa 

126 TTK250224299735  Nontokozo Mthabiseni Magwaza University of South Africa 

127 TTK250224299831  Sibusiso Tebogo Malindisa University of South Africa 

128 TTK250307301841  Selisha Sooklal University of South Africa 

129 TTK250310302048  Goitseone Leburu University of South Africa 

130 TTK250310302170  Ntandoyenkosi Mlambo University of South Africa 

131 TTK250310302222  Julia  Simango University of South Africa 

132 TTK250311303598  Bongani Mtshweni  University of South Africa 

133 TTK250314304364  Tshepo Mafokwane University of South Africa 

134 TTK250317304692  Kholofelo Moeng University of South Africa 

135 TTK250403308555  Martha Khosa University of the Free State 

136 TTK250403308638  Brian Shambare University of the Free State 

137 TTK250402308252  Opeoluwa Akinradewo University of the Free State 



 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

138 TTK250313304066  Nonki Motahane University of the Free State 

139 TTK250318305026  Johannes Buthelezi University of the Free State 

140 TTK250320305477  Michelle van As University of the Free State 

141 TTK250402308265  Legapa Nkabiti University of the Free State 

142 TTK250403308492  Henry Nichols University of the Free State 

143 TTK250407309183  Yolandi Schoeman University of the Free State 

144 TTK250407309266  Precious Kelebogile Letebele University of the Free State 

145 TTK250408309581  Lindsay Banda University of the Free State 

146 TTK250310303335  Francis Ntumba University of the Western Cape 

147 TTK250328307131  Thandi Gamedze University of the Western Cape 

148 TTK250328307167  Orbett Alexander University of the Western Cape 

149 TTK250331307566  Robyn Humphreys University of the Western Cape 

150 TTK250407309192  Siobhan Brigg University of the Western Cape 

151 TTK250224299792  Kyrtania Pather University of the Witwatersrand 

152 TTK250306301593  Yigael Powrie University of the Witwatersrand 

153 TTK250401307812  Skye Adams University of the Witwatersrand 

154 TTK250403308575  Hlologelo Malatji University of the Witwatersrand 

155 TTK250408309634  Kganetso Sekome University of the Witwatersrand 

156 TTK250224299809  Aarifah Gardee University of the Witwatersrand 

157 TTK250410310163  Tebello Letseka University of the Witwatersrand 

158 TTK250306301565  Lisa October University of the Witwatersrand 

159 TTK250323305877  Mohammed Raees 

Ebrahim 

Dangor University of the Witwatersrand 

160 TTK250311303378  Raeesa Ganey Haffejee University of the Witwatersrand 

161 TTK250311303381  Raeesa Manjoo University of the Witwatersrand 

162 TTK250409309825  Dipolelo Malema University of Venda 

163 TTK250404308798  Maanea Ramphinwa University of Venda 

164 TTK250401308069  Vhutshilo Nekhubvi University of Venda 

165 TTK250310302203  Mpelegeng Bvumbi University of Venda 



 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

166 TTK250410309966  Rabelani Mudzielwana University of Venda 

167 TTK250415310880  Mashudu Muthivhi University of Venda 

168 TTK250319305300  Mosima Mamoyahabo Mabitsela University of Zululand 

169 TTK250310302216  Idowu David Ibrahim Vaal University of Technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Table 3. Successful applicants for the Thuthuka Rating Track grant for 2026 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution Applied At 

1 TTK250321305650  Samalesu Mayonde Nelson Mandela University 

2 TTK250402308349  Anina Coetzee Nelson Mandela University 

3 TTK250304301166 Janeke Thumbran Rhodes University 

4 TTK250218298886 Mpati Ramatsoku Rhodes University 

5 TTK250310302166  Kristen Abrahams University of Cape Town 

6 TTK250312303700  Mawande Lushozi University of Cape Town 

7 TTK250405308994  Tsolanku Sidney Maliehe University of KwaZulu-Natal (Westville 
Campus) 

8 TTK250322305753  Nokuthula Khanyile University of Mpumalanga 

9 TTK250331307494  Abiodun Mayowa Akanmu University of Pretoria 

10 TTK250331307646  Ashona Singh University of Pretoria 

11 TTK250303300984  Palo Francis Loke University of the Free State 

12 TTK250303300956  Candice Cupido University of the Western Cape 

13 TTK250303300980  Pierre Kalenga Mubiayi University of the Witwatersrand 

14 TTK250318304827  Desmond Klenam University of the Witwatersrand 

15 TTK250401307886  Emmison Muleya University of the Witwatersrand 

16 TTK250401307913  Zintle Ntshongwana University of the Witwatersrand 

17 TTK250414310598  Samuel Nkopane Motitsoe University of the Witwatersrand 

 

 

 

We congratulate all 2026 awardees 


