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ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR THE DSTI-NRF SARChI MASTERS AND DOCTORAL 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR FUNDING IN 2026 ACADEMIC YEAR 

The Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI) and National Research Foundation (NRF) are pleased to announce the provisional awards 

for the DSTI NRF SARChI Chair linked Masters and Doctoral Scholarships in 2026. The awards have been made according to the strategic objectives of 

the SARChI funding instruments, the DSI-NRF Postgraduate Funding Policy and the available budget. Successful applications for the DSTI-NRF SARChI 

Chair linked Masters and Doctoral Scholarships are listed in the Table 1 (Masters) and Table 2 (Doctoral). Candidates are either awarded at Full Cost of 

Study (FCS) or Partial Cost of Study (PCS). 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

• If your name appears in the tables below, you have been provisionally successful in receiving an award for 2026, provided that you meet 

the minimum requirements according to the DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Scholarship Framework for 2026, DSTI-NRF Masters and Doctoral 

Application and Funding Guide, and the Conditions of Grant.  

• Successful candidates will receive notifications to view and download their scholarship award letters and conditions of grant, as well as 

accept the award via the NRF Connect system.  

• The awarded candidates must carefully read the Award Letter, Conditions of Grant and the Additional Conditions of Grant documents before 

accepting the award. 

• Guidelines on how to accept the award on the NRF Connect System: https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-

of-Award.pdf  

• Once the successful candidate has accepted the award on the NRF Connect System. The Designated Authority from the university 

postgraduate/research office must validate and accept the award on behalf of the institution before it can be created as a grant on the 

Connect system. 

https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf
https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf
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• The NRF has made all attempts to support Financial Needy applicants at FCS however not all Financial Needy candidates could be 

supported at FCS due to budget constraints. The NRF will not consider requests from students for category changes from PCS to FCS 

based on financial need. 

• Should it later be discovered that the candidate does not meet the relevant requirements for FCS or PCS funding, the NRF reserves the 

right to retract the awarded scholarship. 

• Should the candidate not meet the relevant requirements for FCS funding, the NRF reserves the right to change the scholarship to PCS 

funding. 

• Funds will only be released once the award has been accepted on NRF Connect and all required documentation uploaded to the grant on 

the NRF Connect System. 

• The scholarship award must be taken up within Two (2) months from the date of issue of the letter of award, unless otherwise approved by 

the NRF. Awards not taken up within Two (2) months from the date of issue of the award letter,  will be automatically cancelled. Candidates 

that will be taking up funding in the second semester should notify the NRF in writing via the Designated Authority at the institution’s 

postgraduate/research office and obtain the necessary approvals. 

• If your name does not appear in the Table below or any other published list of successful applicants, it means you have not been awarded 

a scholarship for 2026. 

• Feedback letters to unsuccessful candidates will be provided between January and March 2026. 

• All programme eligibility requirements will be confirmed by the institutional office and the NRF on acceptance of award. The NRF reserves 

the right to withdraw and cancel the scholarship should the applicant fail to meet all necessary conditions and/or requirements 

as stated in the DSTI-NRF Postgraduate Scholarship Framework for 2026, DSTI-NRF Masters and Doctoral Application and 

Funding Guide, and the Conditions of Grant. 
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Table 1: List of Successful Applicants for DSTI-NRF SARChI Chair Linked Masters Scholarships for Funding in 2026 
Academic Year 

Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250514312363 Mr Khumbudzo Phalanndwa University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250521314837 Miss Mvuko Mbulungeni University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250619324395 Mrs Kauthar Behardien University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250623326452 Miss Jodine Kaymaree Willemse University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250625328440 Miss Mihlali  Ngubo University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250630330964 Miss Bafihlile Mahlatse Tinah Yenie University of the Western Cape PCS 

PMDS250711341593 Mr Mihla Lindokuhle Ndlovu University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250519314139 Mr Dan Ampumuza Rhodes University PCS 

PMDS250525316105 Miss Busisiwe Nqamelo Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250603318769 Miss Kayla Wade Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250611321734 Miss Lathitha Ovayo   Quvile Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250620325332 Miss Mnotho Thubelihle Hlubi Durban University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250624327338 Miss Kamogelo  Malata Durban University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250630331723 Mr TSEPO ALFRED MATOTOKA Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250701332976 Miss Fezeka Mdletshe Durban University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250705336083 Mr Thando Njapha Durban University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250709339726 Ms Gcwalisile Anele Khumalo  Durban University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250618324114 Ms Natasha Venter North-West University FCS 

PMDS250619324557 Ms Slindile Zinhle  Ntshangase North-West University FCS 

PMDS250624327461 Miss Leoné Heenop North-West University FCS 

PMDS250625327679 Mr Jan koloto  Mmakanyane  University of Limpopo FCS 

PMDS250628330222 Miss Kgomotso Rasekgwalo University of Limpopo FCS 

PMDS250629330837 Miss Refilwe  Mofokeng North-West University FCS 

PMDS250630331700 Ms Nkele  Machabaphala  North-West University FCS 

PMDS250517313575 Mr Lwando Suprise Madebe University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250626328790 Miss Asanda Sithole University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 
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Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250626329170 Miss Luyanda Majola University of Zululand FCS 

PMDS250701332851 Ms nokwanda nzama University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250701333042 Ms Nthabiseng Felicia Mkhonza University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250703334320 Mr Emmanuel Philimon Mawere University of KwaZulu-Natal PCS 

PMDS250704335437 Miss Nozipho  MAZIBUKO University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250707337400 Mr Thabani  Buthelezi University of Zululand FCS 

PMDS250709339347 Mr Ntsako  Mtileni Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University FCS 

PMDS250623326716 Mr Ismael Ba University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250627329477 Mr Mahlogonolo  Chagane University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250608320392 Miss Zandri Coetzee University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250604319221 Mr Noah Martin Dammann University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250520314697 Mr Samuel Eichhorn University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250627329476 Mr Ahmed   El-lakkis University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250531318040 Ms Nadia Danielle Gürtel University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250608320448 Mr Devon Kerr University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250622325757 Miss Alizandre Klynsmith University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250701332474 Ms Ayanda Manana University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250627329845 Miss Morgan  Payne University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250612321990 Miss Kiara Lee Schutte University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250630331925 Mr Kutloano  Sikosana University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250627329475 Mr Luke Fforester Smythe University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250624327083 Miss Chante Van Dijk University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250519313908 Miss Tayla van Heerden University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250515312626 Mr Karabo RANTWANE  University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250617323318 Miss Tanaka Pedro University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250623326423 Miss Zoe Makanaka  Zonde University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250626328753 Mr Malcolm Scarrott University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250630331484 Mr Mveliso  kraai University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250701332673 Ms Kate Birch University of Cape Town PCS 
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Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250702333188 Miss Nhlalenhle Lethiwe Nsele University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250704335515 Ms Ntombi-Zanele Chinyanta University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250707337790 Mr Ethan Wolff University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250526316474 Mr Pierre Bassett Nelson Mandela University PCS 

PMDS250602318460 Miss Naledi Mosifana University of Johannesburg PCS 

PMDS250610320984 Miss Refiloe Chantell Madikwa Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250616322979 Ms Fosia Ghedi Alasow University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250617323274 Miss Mahlatse Morena University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250618324304 Mr Anele  Mutei Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250620325149 Mrs Anuoluwapo Yetunde Omolabi Nelson Mandela University PCS 

PMDS250620325361 Miss Dikeledi Vinolia Loba University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250622325782 Miss Jamie Lawrence Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250623326135 Miss Motlapele Rose Mathunya University of Johannesburg PCS 

PMDS250624327015 Miss Phindile  Nkosi University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250624327419 Mr Azwitamisi Tshabuse University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250624327471 Mr DANE ELDRIDGE DAMONS Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250701333135 Mr Karabo Moshi University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250702334241 Ms Pfano Makhado University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250704335646 Mr Andile Silambo  Stingi University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250707337186 Mr Smiso Cele University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250708337895 Miss Ongeziwe Madikizela University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250708338438 Ms Nonhlanhla Vezi University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250517313680 Ms Arehone  Lusunzi  University of Venda FCS 

PMDS250610321111 Ms Lethabo Ndlovu University of the Witwatersrand FCS 

PMDS250630331866 Miss Sinegugu Siciko Siciko University of the Witwatersrand FCS 

PMDS250702333311 Miss Thompho Ramalisa University of Venda FCS 

PMDS250708338296 Ms Kaelo  Olifant  University of the Witwatersrand FCS 

PMDS250708338580 Miss Sophie Elizabeth Haggis University of the Witwatersrand PCS 

PMDS250519314033 Miss Arinao Magwaba University of the Free State FCS 
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Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250604319419 Miss Joni Müller University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250606320122 Miss Gomolemo Mosala University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250607320314 Ms Ezile ZOZI University of the Free State FCS 

PMDS250611321482 Miss LIYEMA ZINTO Tshwane University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250611321620 Mr Rendzo Mbuyelo Ngobeni University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250611321818 Miss Nelisiwe Kumalo University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250612322017 Ms Sphesihle Pricilla  Shabangu  University of the Free State FCS 

PMDS250613322606 Mr Mlungisi Ntuli University of the Free State FCS 

PMDS250616323128 Ms Fanele Nosibusiso Mkize University of the Free State FCS 

PMDS250616323176 Miss Ntaoleng Gladys Seoete University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250621325394 Mrs Kedirile Mahope University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250621325646 Miss Lisa Lackay University of the Free State FCS 

PMDS250626329197 Miss Thembelihle Malinga Tshwane University of Technology PCS 

PMDS250629330603 Mr MPHO HAZEL  MASHIMBJE  Tshwane University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250703334303 Mr Thabiso Kolobe Tshwane University of Technology PCS 

 
 

Table 2: List of Successful Applicants for DSTI-NRF SARChI Chair Linked Doctoral Scholarships for funding in 2026 
Academic Year 

Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250613322479 Ms Humbulani Ratshirumbi  University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250618324050 Ms Carla Joos University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250623326085 Miss Zoë-Lee Appel University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250627329511 Mr LUTHO SOTYATO University of the Western Cape FCS 

PMDS250627329708 Mrs Thandiwe Sibulele Mabe University of the Western Cape  FCS 

PMDS250630331093 Ms Mathabo  Mahlo  University of the Western Cape PCS 

PMDS250702333650 Miss Madre Arendse University of the Western Cape PCS 

PMDS250524315946 Mr Kudzai Machuwaire Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250601318240 Miss Simomotfo Intimate Shongwe Stellenbosch University FCS 
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Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250604319370 Miss Alison Munsamy Stellenbosch University FCS 

PMDS250610321285 Mr Humphrey Mutuma Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250610321362 Mr XOLISA MAKUBALO University of Fort Hare FCS 

PMDS250617323693 Mr XOLISILE NICOLAS MACHASA University of Fort Hare FCS 

PMDS250617323741 Mr Christiaan Gildenhuys Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250620324905 Miss Nonhle Dlamini Stellenbosch University FCS 

PMDS250624327263 Miss Nicole Sanders Stellenbosch University FCS 

PMDS250630331368 Mr Haden Harris Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250630331494 Ms Fakazile Prudence Ndzinisa Stellenbosch University FCS 

PMDS250701332977 Miss Senamile Seyama Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250702333249 Mr Hudson Nyikadzawanda Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250702333460 Miss chrissade farao Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250702333496 Mr Sange Mfamana University of Fort Hare FCS 

PMDS250704334918 Mr Bright Adua Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250704335152 Mr Zukolwenkosi Gordon Jr Zikalala Stellenbosch University PCS 

PMDS250705336182 Mr Gcina Mdizwa University of Fort Hare FCS 

PMDS250515312829 Miss Lineo Khoele Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250515312853 Mr Hlumelo MANTSHI Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250522315632 Miss Thoriso  Masalesa  Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250523315842 Mr Raynold Moagi Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250604319211 Miss Mukololo Khakhu Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250612322196 Mr Riaan Johan Labuschagne Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250619324476 Miss Megan Starbuck Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250629330528 Mr Siyabonga  Phoswa  Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250703334428 Ms Samantha Jane Ashburner Van Heerden Rhodes University FCS 

PMDS250711341308 Mr Uwais Mahmud Durban University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250515312463 Mr Philani Dladla University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250519314194 Miss Tsapelo Mchunu University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250521315058 Mr Siboniso Khethani Nyawo University of Zululand FCS 
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Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250623326124 Mr Tumelo Moloi Central University of Technology, Free State FCS 

PMDS250701332062 Miss Thabisile Mazibuko University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250701332754 Miss Ingrid Chego Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University FCS 

PMDS250701332796 Miss Busisiwe  Masondo  University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250704335610 Mr Elvis Mawodzeke University of KwaZulu-Natal (Pietermaritzburg 
Campus) 

PCS 

PMDS250709338955 Mr Bradley Bruce Van Zyl University of KwaZulu-Natal FCS 

PMDS250711341199 Miss Nelisiwe Samukelisiwe Gumede University of KwaZulu-Natal (Westville Campus) PCS 

PMDS250618323830 Miss PORTIA LERATO MORIFI University of Limpopo FCS 

PMDS250704335337 Miss Tumelo Charity Thutse University of Limpopo FCS 

PMDS250702333372 Ms TSHIAMO BALOYI University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250610321294 Miss Simone Bornman University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250630331290 Mr Hendré Venter Harry William Venter University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250704334877 Miss Katelyn Jordaan University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250623326315 Mr Moise Kabwe wa Kabwe University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250625328178 Miss WiZelle Kritzinger University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250516313420 Mr Petu Brine Letsholo University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250628330218 Mr Peterson Mambondimumwe University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250603318684 Miss Thato Mashigo University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250708338431 Mr katlego mehlape University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250709339327 Ms Gift Mello University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250524315989 Mr Noko Cedrick  Monyebodi University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250710340042 Miss Montsele Thuso Sylvia  Moshabesha University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250611321637 Miss Grace Nyathi University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250628330315 Miss Tsholofelo Phasha University of Pretoria FCS 

PMDS250703334473 Mr Mashudu Junior Lucky Thagwana University of Pretoria PCS 

PMDS250603318790 Mr Luke Slater University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250616323180 Mr Paulos TSHEHLA University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250618324023 Miss Keneilwe Semetsamere University of Cape Town PCS 
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Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250627329498 Mr Lucas Carr University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250629330915 Ms Casey Ludick University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250630331266 Miss Cassia Forsyth University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250701332379 Miss THULISILE NKOMO University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250702333361 Ms Lerato Jessica Moseme University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250702333979 Mr Storm Sadovsky University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250707336956 Ms Sivuyisiwe  Mbede University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250710340079 Mr Sifiso Mpapane University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250710340184 Mr Lutho Booi University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250710340187 Mr Victor Moloi University of Cape Town FCS 

PMDS250711341368 Miss Chiamaka Amonye University of Cape Town PCS 

PMDS250520314734 Mr Nicolas Tsoloane University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250520314799 Ms Erin Smith Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250530317798 Mr SIPHOSETHU KOTA Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250531318088 Ms LUVHENGO MPHAPHULI Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250601318216 Ms Zizipho Tom Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250614322746 Mr Innocent Tsankane Mapitsing University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250616323138 Miss Sibabalwe Kela Nelson Mandela University FCS 

PMDS250618324295 Ms Thabiso Anasthasia Chokoe University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250625328065 Mr Lonwabo Mzamo University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250628330460 Mr Roitwavholugaho Matamela University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250630331479 Miss Athini Qose University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250701332805 Miss Luyanda Kuzwayo University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250516313431 Miss Minyonne Verster Nelson Mandela University PCS 

PMDS250603318926 Miss Tshegofatso Mokopanele University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250613322670 Mr Yasir Alwaleed Alawad Mustafa Nelson Mandela University PCS 

PMDS250620325057 Miss Confidence Nthimole University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250622325766 Mr SICELO NKANYISO MHLONGO University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250625328109 Miss Florence Mwila University of Johannesburg PCS 



  

 
  10 

    

Reference Title First Name Last Name Institution Name FCS/ PCS 

PMDS250627329650 Mr Omphemetsi Lucky Mokalusi University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250627329722 Miss nomathamsanqa moyo University of Johannesburg PCS 

PMDS250629330532 Miss Inga Skans University of Johannesburg FCS 

PMDS250629330791 Mr Cyril Ayemele University of Johannesburg PCS 

PMDS250701332943 Mr Timileyin Abiodun University of Johannesburg PCS 

PMDS250707337020 Miss Bereket Ataro University of Johannesburg PCS 

PMDS250707337023 Miss Olusoji Elizabeth OLOBA University of Johannesburg PCS 

PMDS250520314666 Mr Morgan James Marie Moutte University of Venda PCS 

PMDS250605319589 Mr Tshediso Barwe University of the Witwatersrand  FCS 

PMDS250620325173 Miss CYNTHIA  GWADA University of the Witwatersrand PCS 

PMDS250625328152 Mr Mzwandile Brian Ndhlovu University of the Witwatersrand FCS 

PMDS250626328749 Miss Bungcwethi Hlongwane University of the Witwatersrand FCS 

PMDS250708338192 Mr Mhlangabezi Mbala University of the Witwatersrand FCS 

PMDS250516313113 Ms Monni Paulina Rapeso University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250516313455 Miss Sibahle Gumede Tshwane University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250609320644 Ms Amy Coetzer University of the Free State FCS 

PMDS250623326092 Mr Nkerefi Nkereuwem Etuk Tshwane University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250627329699 Mr Siphamandla Nkosi Tshwane University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250629330609 Miss Sindi Ndlovu University of the Free State FCS 

PMDS250630331760 Ms Onakho  Manciya  Tshwane University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250701332682 Ms Tshwarelo Ramaesela Mathabatha Tshwane University of Technology FCS 

PMDS250703334635 Mr Dylan Snyders University of the Free State PCS 

PMDS250704335304 Miss Sinethemba Mpisane University of the Free State FCS 

 
 
We congratulate all new 2026 awardees. 


