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COMMUNIQUE
TO: Designated Authorities (DAs) at Public Universities

RE: ANNOUNCEMENT OF NATIONAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION (NRF)-FIRST RAND
EMPOWERMENT FOUNDATION (FREF) BLACK ACADEMICS ADVANCEMENT
PROGRAMME (BAAP) SUCCESFUL OUTCOMES 2026

The National Research Foundation (NRF) invited applications from prospective candidates who
intend to undertake research in 2026 under the Black Academics Advancement Programme
(BAAP) grant. The Call opened on 17 February 2025 and closed on 11 April 2025.

The announcement of the successful BAAP awardees has however been delayed in the interim
period pending a joint meeting of the Steering Committee of the NRF and the FirstRand
Empowerment Foundation (FREF).

We apologise for any inconvenience caused and will endeavour to release the successful
outcomes by end January 2026. Applicants and their respective institutions (through the DAs)
will be updated on further developments.

For inquiries relating to the announcement of the BAAP grant, please contact Ms Nthabeleng
Makhetha on: N.makhetha@risa.nrf.ac.za and 012 481 4150.

18 December 2025
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BOARD MEMBERS: Prof Ari Sitas (Chairperson), Mr Mark Brits, Prof Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, Prof Glenda Gray, Ms Funeka Khumalo, Dr Len Konar, Ms Lahlane Malema,
Prof Pamela Maseko, Prof Teboho Moja, Dr Mathetha Mokonyama, Dr Ntombi Mutshekwane, Prof Nadine Petersen, Prof Refilwe Phaswana-Mafuya, Mr Mavuso Shabalala,
Dr Fulufhelo Nelwamondo (CEO)




