
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
2026 DSTI – NRF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIPS 

 

 
The National Research Foundation (NRF) and the Department of Science, Technology and 

Innovation (DSTI) are pleased to announce the DSTI-NRF Professional Development Program 

(PDP) Postdoctoral Fellowships awards for 2026. These fellowships are aimed at promoting 

research and research capacity development in all knowledge fields of research, with priority given 

to Science, Engineering and Technology (SET) disciplines. Fellowships are open only to South 

African citizens and permanent residents who intend to undertake research at a South African 

Public Research entities only, viz., Science Councils, National Facilities, Museums or other NRF 

recognised research institutions as declared by the DSTI. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

• If your name does not appear on Table 1, you have not been awarded a DSTI-NRF 

Professional Development Program Postdoctoral fellowship for 2026. 

• Successful candidates will be able to view and download their award letters in May 

2026, via NRF Connect against their applications. 

• Read through the Conditions of Grant (CoG) letter and award letter documents carefully 

before accepting the award. 

• Guidelines on how to accept the award: https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-

content/uploads/2023/03/Acceptance-of-Award.pdf 

• All required documentation must be uploaded on the awardees’ NRF Connect profile within  

one month of receipt of the award letter. All awards that are not taken up by this period will 

be cancelled by the NRF. 

• The sooner the NRF obtains all the required documents, the sooner it will release the funds. 

• Applicants who are currently completing their doctoral dissertation for submission were 

allowed to submit applications. They should however complete their doctoral degree by 31 

December 2025. The NRF must receive proof of having completed the doctoral degree at 

the time of commencement of the Postdoctoral fellowship grant. All awards that are not 

taken up by 30 June 2026 (for only this category of applicants) will be cancelled by the NRF 

and no exemptions will be made if the completion letter or Doctoral certificate has not been 

issued by this time. 

• The NRF feedback on the review of applications will be forwarded to all unsuccessful 

applicants between May and June 2026. 

• The NRF reserves the right to withdraw and cancel the fellowship should the applicant fail 

to meet all necessary conditions and/or requirements as stated in the PDP Communique, 

NRF Postdoctoral Fellowship Call for 2025 Framework document and the CoG. 
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Table 1. Successful applicants for the DSTI-NRF Professional Development Program Postdoctoral 

Fellowships for 2026  
 

# Reference First Name Last Name Institution / Organisation 

1 PDP251218386949 Bhaveni Kooverjee Agricultural Research Council (South Africa), Animal 

Production Institute 

2 PDP251203385617 Edwin Hlangwani Agricultural Research Council (South Africa), Infruitec-

Nietvoorbij 

3 PDP260107388161 Tshegofatso Rabalao Agricultural Research Council (South Africa), Natural 

Resources and Engineering 

4 PDP260114389508 Michael Mcoyi Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, South 

Africa 

5 PDP251215386810 Sesethu Njokweni CSIR - Future Production: Chemicals 

6 PDP260107388210 Nkgaphe 

Tebatjo 

Tsebesebe CSIR - Future production: Manufacturing 

7 PDP260113389117 Sipho  Chauke CSIR - Future production: Manufacturing 

8 PDP251203385572 Ingrid Kutlwano Segola iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based Sciences 

9 PDP251227387296 Jean Jules Mboukam iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based Sciences 

10 PDP260120390518 Sizwe Mhlongo iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based Sciences 

11 PDP260120390578 Aluwani Guga iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based Sciences 

12 PDP260123390973 Bhivek Singh iThemba Laboratory for Accelerator Based Sciences 

13 PDP251210386394 Malesela Walter Makgoba Mintek 

14 PDP251203385622 Ruan Booysen National Museum 

15 PDP251218386956 Siphelo Ngqoloda Nuclear Energy Corporation of South Africa (NECSA) 

16 PDP251203385548 Joyful Elma Mdhluli South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) 

17 PDP251205385858 Zwidofhelangani Khangale South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) 

18 PDP260112388843 Orapeleng Mogawana South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) 

19 PDP260110388617 Lehlohonolo Adams South African Environmental Observation Network 

(SAEON) 

20 PDP260114389413 Toka Mosikidi South African Environmental Observation Network 

(SAEON) 

21 PDP251208386113 Mpho Maduenyane South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) 
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# Reference First Name Last Name Institution / Organisation 

22 PDP251209386311 Rebecca 

Vuyolwethu 

Mxo South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) 

23 PDP251215386850 Aneke Kruger South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) 

24 PDP251222387096 Megan Reid South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) 

25 PDP260119390225 Ziyanda Mzozo South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) 

26 PDP251203385587 Victoria Patten South African Medical Research Council (MRC) 

27 PDP251203385627 Fatima Hoosen South African Medical Research Council (MRC) 

28 PDP251204385658 Abegail 

Mukhethwa 

Tshivhase-

Mahlombe 

South African Medical Research Council (MRC) 

29 PDP251215386824 Namhla 

Yamkela Isipho 

Sicwebu South African Medical Research Council (MRC) 

30 PDP251203385539 Duran Chetty South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 

31 PDP251203385583 Jody Taft South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 

32 PDP251203385615 Emogine Mamabolo South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 

33 PDP251203385631 Asekho Mantintsilili South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 

34 PDP251204385690 Casey Broom South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 

 

 

We congratulate all 2026 awardees 
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